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Develop a Thesis Statement





The thesis statement focuses your ideas and information within the paper and provides guidance to the reader.





TOPIC + YOUR POSITION ON THAT TOPIC = THESIS STATEMENT





Once you have written your thesis statement, it is up to you to provide evidence from your research to support your argument.





Activity:


Provide the following example of a thesis statement:


Adult students returning to college make up a higher percentage of entering students than they did twenty years ago because of a number of statistical, economic, and social reasons.


Questions:


What is the topic?


What are you saying about the topic?


What kind of evidence or support would be needed?


Would you want to follow a specific order of presentation?





When you create a thesis statement, make sure that:


It has a clear topic


It gives the reader a clear idea of what point you are going to argue in your paper


It isn’t too broad


Adult students returning to college have a hard time.


It isn’t too narrow


Adult students returning to college read an average of 7.5 books per term.


It isn’t an announcement


My paper is going to be about adult students returning to college.


It is written in the form of a statement and not as a question.





Resources Available:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/writer" ��www.esc.edu/writer� - Research Room - Developing A Research Thesis


Provides information on developing your thesis and exercises designed to improve your ability to select one that is appropriate. 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/writer" ��www.esc.edu� - Library and Learning Resources – Research Writing - Finding Your Thesis





� HYPERLINK "http://www.owl.english.purdue.edu" ��www.owl.english.purdue.edu�  - Typing “thesis statement” into the search box will bring up information on thesis statement development.











Suggestion:


Purchase 3 x 5 or 5 x 8 index cards to use when you are doing your research.  If you find information that you want to use in your paper, write the information on one side of the card with the appropriate in-text citation (indicate whether you have written it as a quote, summary, or paraphrase of the information in the upper corner of the card).  On the other side of the card, write the information that will be required on your “Works Cited” Page.  When you have completed your research, these cards can then be arranged in proper categories to help in the development of your paragraphs and you will have all the information you need to create your Works Cited Page.











ACADEMIC INTEGRITY


It is the expectation of Empire State College that all students will demonstrate academic integrity in their work and never represent the ideas or words of another individual as their own.  Students are expected to cite all of their sources.  Failure to do so may result in a formal reprimand, being placed in academic warning, or dismissal from the college.


Resources:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/academicintegrity" ��www.esc.edu/academicintegrity� - by clicking on the College Statement on Academic Integrity link, you can access the college policy and a booklet about Writing a Research Paper (includes tips on quoting, summarizing, paraphrasing, and citations).


Under Document Your Information Sources listed under “Five Steps for Finding Information”, you will find a PowerPoint presentation on Understanding Citations: A Guide to Properly Citing Sources in Your Academic Work and other links to APA and MLA citation formats.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/writer" ��www.esc.edu/writer� - Research Room - click on Writing Summaries & Paraphrases – demonstrates the proper way to use the research information you have found without fear of plagiarizing.








Discussion:


What is the difference between doing a Google search and using the online library?


Accuracy/Bias


Authority


Currency





Activity:


Students will be shown how to access these resources and encouraged to take advantage of them and the Brush-up Workshop on the Online Library and Learning Resource Center.





The � HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/library" ��Multi-Database Search� allows you to search by subject or database.  This is a new feature in the Library and Learning Resource Center and allows you to search for information quicker and more efficiently.
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Begin Doing Research & Gathering Information





Clicking on the Find Info Quick Start Tutorial will bring you to the following links:


� EMBED PBrush  ���


Going through each of these links will provide you with the following information:


Requirements of different types of papers


Links to reference library


How to find keywords and create a search on online library


Identification of scholarly or peer-reviewed journals


How to locate articles and books


How to evaluate your information sources


How to avoid plagiarism and cite your sources properly





Begin Doing Research - How to Get Started:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu" ��www.esc.edu� - Click on Library and Learning Resources and then go down to this section.





� EMBED PBrush  ���
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Check your learning contract or ask your mentor if you are unclear about any of the following questions:


Length of paper required?


Is topic specified?


What citation format is required?


MLA – Modern Language Association


APA  - American Psychological Association


Chicago Manual of Style


Any other questions that you may want clarified





Develop a Research Question





Purpose of the Research Question:


A research question helps to provide a focus for your research and your paper





You want to OWN your topic – pick a research question that will allow you to explore some aspect of the topic that you have a specific interest in!


Make a listing of the questions that you would like answered about the topic


Try to pick a topic or issue that can be researched and isn’t too broad or narrow in scope


Too broad:


Why is it difficult for adults to return to college?


Too narrow:


How many adult students were enrolled in Empire State College in 2004?





Activity:


You are given the topic of adults returning to college


Group brainstorming session:


What are some of the questions that you could research about this topic?


Examine each response to determine whether the research question is too broad, too narrow, or is able to be researched


What type of information would you need to answer the research question?


Would you be able to access the information required?





Resources Available:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/writer" ��www.esc.edu/writer� - Go to the “Research Room” – provides detailed explanations of each step of the Research Paper Writing process and exercises designed to enhance your skills.





Make Sure you Have a Clear Understanding of the Assignment
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Make Sure you Have a Clear Understanding of the Assignment





Document Your Sources and Create Works Cited Page
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Begin Doing Research & Gathering Information





Develop a Thesis Statement
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Develop a Research Question
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Create a First Draft





Begin Revisions & Proofreading
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Do Final Reading & Make Last Minute Revisions
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Organize Your Ideas





Submit Paper





Organize Your Ideas





There are a variety of different techniques that can be used to organize your ideas:





Mapping


























Adults Returning


To College





Statistical





Economic





Social





Loss of jobs





Degree


Requirements





Changes in


workforce





Career Change





Cost of


living





Desire for higher standard of living





Move in different


social circles





Provide better opportunities for


children





Keep up with neighbors





Outlining


Introduction


Capture interest of reader


Provide thesis statement


Body


Statistical Reasons


Changes in workforce


Changes in degree requirements


Desire for career change


Economic Reasons


Loss of jobs in area


Rising cost of living


Desire for higher standard of living


Social Reasons


Desire in move in different social circles


Desire to provide better opportunities for children


Desire to keep up with neighbors


 (Additional paragraphs included in body as needed)


Conclusion


Summary of main points


Prediction about future


      





Notecards  - Notes taken during research can be color-coded according to 


subject and organized to develop your paragraphs.





Resources Available:


Go to Library and Learning Resources, click on Research Writing and scroll down until you get to The Outline.  This site will provide you with a very effective outline layout for your research paper.
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Create a First Draft





There are three major parts to any good research paper:


Introduction


Body of Paper


Conclusion





The diagram on the following page gives you an overview of these three sections and what needs to be included in each area. Your introductory paragraph is an opportunity for you to capture the interest of the reader .  Some suggestions of ways that you may accomplish this is by beginning with a question, quotation, a short anecdote that has a direct bearing on your paper, a fact, or an analogy.  It also allows you to present your thesis statement.  This introduces the reader to the argument or point of view that you are going to support and provide evidence for throughout your paper.





Each of the paragraphs that are in the body of the paper should contain a topic sentence that supports your thesis and evidence, such as details, examples, and explanations that explain or offer support for the topic sentence.





The conclusion allows you to provide a summary of your main points and should make the reader think about the implications of the topic discussed.  You may want to conclude by making a prediction about the future or offering specific advice.





Every statement that is made in your paper should relate in some way to the thesis statement that you made in the introduction.  If it doesn’t, you should reconsider whether it belongs in your paper.





Resources Available:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/writer" ��www.esc.edu/writer� - Research Room - Building the Essay Draft – this link helps in the building of the draft and provides information on using transitions to move from one paragraph to the next.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.owl.english.purdue.edu" ��www.owl.english.purdue.edu� - by typing “draft” in the search box, you will be directed to an area that will provide information about creating the introduction, body, and conclusion of your paper.





Developing a Research Paper





Each topic sentence should support your thesis statement





Conclusion


Provides summary or restatement of main points and should make the reader think about the implications of the topic discussed


Might make prediction about the future,


give specific advice, or draw conclusions





Additional paragraphs as needed





Topic Sentence


Support


Support


Support





Topic Sentence


Support


Support


Support





Body





Introduction


Purpose of the introduction is to capture the


interest of the reader and present them


with a thesis or argument that you are


going to support and provide evidence for in your paper
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Begin Revisions & Proofreading





What is revision?


Looking at your paper to determine whether you have said what you wanted to say in a clear and effective way


Have you provided enough evidence to support your thesis?


Do all of your topic sentences support your thesis?


Is information presented in the most effective order?


Do you make effective transitions between paragraphs – is there a logical flow?


Have you made any assumptions about the reader’s background knowledge that you shouldn’t have?


Do you leave any questions in the mind of the reader?





The best way to check your paper is to read it aloud and do it slowly.  Make sure that you are reading what is actually on the paper and not what you “meant” to say.  Listen for anything that may not sound right to you and make a notation to return for correction.





What is proofreading?


Checking your paper for grammar and spelling errors


Are you using consistent verb tense?


Are you using variation in your use of words or being repetitive?


Is there any way that you can tighten your sentences and eliminate words that may be diluting your meaning?


Have you used the spell-check function on your word processing program or a dictionary to assure that all of your words are properly spelled?


Have you used proper punctuation?





Always have someone else read your paper to see if you have expressed your ideas clearly.  Does it leave them confused in any way or with any questions that are unanswered?  Remain open-minded so that they are willing to provide effective feedback!





Resources Available:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/writer" ��www.esc.edu/writer� - Research Room - Revising and Proofreading the Draft





� HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu" ��www.esc.edu� - Library and Learning Resources – Writing Resource Center – Grammar and Punctuation.  The site shows you how to check for proper verb tense and punctuate your sentences most effectively.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.owl.english.purdue.edu" ��www.owl.english.purdue.edu� - By typing “grammar” into the search box, you will be directed to an area that will assist you with grammar and punctuation.
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Document Your Sources and Create Works Cited Page





Nobody expects that you will automatically remember how to document all of the different kinds of sources that you will be accessing in your research paper!  The best way to approach this part of your paper is to find a handbook (such as the Bedford Handbook by Diana Hacker) or a website (such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.esc.edu/citations" ��www.esc.edu/citations�, or www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/) that will demonstrate the proper way to approach the APA, MLA, and Chicago Manual of Style citation formats.  If you are accessing the information on a website, I suggest that you print out a copy to use as a reference guide as you go through the process.





The APA (American Psychological Association), MLA (Modern Language Association), and the Chicago Manual of Style are the primary citation formats used at Empire State College.  The citation format you utilize will be dependent upon the subject matter you are studying and the personal preference of your mentor.





APA – is used in the Social Sciences, Education, and Behavioral Sciences


MLA – is used in Humanities research


Chicago Manual of Style – is used in History and some Humanities courses





Example of APA citation:


IN-TEXT CITATION


Yanovski and Yanovski (2002) reported that “the current state of�the treatment for obesity is similar to the state of the treatment�of hypertension several decades ago” (p. 600).


ENTRY IN THE LIST OF REFERENCES


Yanovski, S. Z., Yanovski, J. A. (2002). Drug therapy: Obesity�[Electronic version]. The New England Journal of Medicine,�346, 591-602.


Example of MLA citation:


IN-TEXT CITATION


Most states do not keep adequate records on the number of times�cell phones are a factor in accidents; as of December 2000, only�ten states were trying to keep such records (Sundeen 2).











ENTRY IN THE LIST OF WORKS CITED


Sundeen, Matt. "Cell Phones and Highway Safety: 2000 State�Legislative Update." National Conference of State�Legislatures. Dec. 2000. 9 pp. 27 Feb. 2001�<http://ncsl.org/programs/esnr/cellphone.pdf>.











ENTRY IN THE LIST OF WORKS CITED


Sundeen, Matt. "Cell Phones and Highway Safety: 2000 State�Legislative Update." National Conference of State�Legislatures. Dec. 2000. 9 pp. 27 Feb. 2001�<http://ncsl.org/programs/esnr/cellphone.pdf>.


Example of Chicago Manual of Style citation:


TEXT


A Union soldier, Jacob Thomas, claimed to have seen Forrest order�the killing, but when asked to describe the six-foot-two general,�he called him "a little bit of a man."13


FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE


13. Brian Steel Wills, A Battle from the Start: The Life of�Nathan Bedford Forrest (New York: HarperCollins, 1992), 187.


BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY


Wills, Brian Steel. A Battle from the Start: The Life of Nathan Bed-�ford Forrest. New York: HarperCollins, 1992.
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Do Final Reading & Make Last Minute Revisions





Always take the time to do one final reading of your paper before you consider submitting your paper.  Remember – you will not be there to explain your support, so you have to make sure that your writing represents the information you have gathered and your point of view as clearly as possible.





Completing your paper on a computer makes it very easy to go back into the document and make any corrections that will result in a more polished presentation.  No corrections are trivial; take the time to present yourself in the best possible light!
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Submit Paper!





Make sure you have adhered to all of the formatting requirements of your mentor and submit your paper!





Congratulations on a job well done!





Additional link for citing sources properly:





� HYPERLINK "http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1" �http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1�


This site presented by Prentice Hall is an excellent resource.  It describes what plagiarism is, how to avoid it, give credit appropriately, and properly quote, summarize, and paraphrase.  It also provides several links to the different citation style formats and how to properly cite electronic sources.





Topic Sentence


Support


Support


Support
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