Learning Contract

THEORIES OF ADULT LEARNING  (4 credits, liberal, advanced)

A. LEARNING ACTIVITIES

The student will explore what is known about learners and learning, including adult development and learning; life phases, circumstances, and transitions that affect learning; how people learn, learning styles, and learning disabilities; motivation to learn; and barriers to learning.   In addition, the student will look at diversity, characteristics of learners, self-directed learning, and the process of learning how to learn.  

The student will read The Adult Learner by Knowles, Holton, and Swanson and Understanding and Facilitating Adult Learning by Brookfield and write a critical analysis for each book.

The student will then submit an annotated bibliography of at least ten current journal articles in the topic area.

The student will complete one other learning activity in consultation with the mentor.  The student should communicate her or his ideas to the mentor regarding the proposed activities and their scope before she or he undertakes a substantial amount of work for these activities.
B. METHODS AND CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

Evaluation will be based on the successful completion of the learning activities designated.  Skills demonstrated are expected to be appropriate for the advanced nature of this study.  The papers should have substantive content and be well written.  Papers may be revised, if necessary, to meet appropriate academic standards at the discretion of the mentor.
